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average size of fifteen acres, mark the beginnings of a truly
settled agricultural civilization in England.

This civilization came to us ready-made from without; it had
no deep roots, and although it was certainly a civilization it was
a very primitive one. Contemporary with the Wessex hill
forts are the glories of Periclean Athens, the philosophy of Plato
and Aristotle, the history of Thucydides, and the tragedies of
Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. Our own first contact
(and that at second hand) with the local city civilization of
Greece was when the third Celtic invasion took place about
250 B.C. These invaders had lived in close contact not only
with the town civilization of the eastern Mediterranean as
represented by the Greek cities of Marseilles and southern Gaul,
but with the Etruscans in Italy. From southern Gaul and
Italy they had been used to buy jars of Mediterranean wine with
complete table services of Greek and Etruscan metal vessels and
Attic or Italian pottery, which they had exchanged for amber,
furs, slaves, and forest products. Artisans from Greece had
taught their craftsmen to copy classical metal-work and to
produce for the first time in Western Europe what have re-
mained our everyday necessities. The Etruscans had given
them the light two-wheeled chariot in which the heroes went to
battle and to death. Their settlements provided employment
for skilled wheelwrights, armourers, and metal-workers, and
produced the first regular succession of artistic craftsmen with
whom begins the authentic tradition of Celtic art. This art
had its source in the classical models and motifs; its inspiration
in the Celtic genius for abstract generalizations informed by an
astonishingly fine perception of aesthetic possibilities. The
result was a flamboyant reaction from the naturalism of classical
motifs. The Celtic invaders of 250 B.C. brought all these arts
and skills to our shores fully developed, and England is rich in
their remains,

But at this point we first see the clear process of differentiation
at work. The high civilization was not uniformly diffused. It
came in its full vigour to Dorset and Somerset whence it spread
to the Cotswolds. In Scotland, where the invaders built
innumerable forts with stupendous stone ramparts from ten to
twenty feet thick, the invaders, were warrior farmers rather than